The philosophy of hospice care for the terminally ill patient. Part II: A protocol for hospice care.
When terminally ill care patients are referred for hospice care, the hospice nurse is ideally the first contact person and makes the preliminary assessment. The entry portion of a case-sheet when completed will provide the following information: (i) demographic data; (ii) phasing; (iii) problem areas; (iv) strategies suggested; and (v) input of other care-providing team (CPT) members. Formal in-depth assessment takes place as soon as possible. The input of medical and paramedical CPT members is noted and correlated at weekly case discussion groups which will provide ongoing suggestions, guidelines and internal support.